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Editorial
A matter need to ponder

The present era of Information Technology has ushered in
such irrevocably radical changes that the world is viewed
as a global village, and rightly so. Unrestrained and instant
access to knowledge and information as well as coverage of
communication facilities throughout almost every nook and
corner of the world has indeed demolished the barriers to
communication and information. Yet in such an era, ancient
habits and archaic practices tend to subdue the logical and
contemporary mindset- which can only explain the
developments in such a small and geographically challenging
state as ours.

The Nagas, in their quest to bring together naga inhabited
regions, using various means- both fair and foul, are sculpting
a new region as per their wisdom, which they claim is
essential to fulfill their end without proper understanding
of the repercussions and the collateral damages.

Same is the case with the Kukis who are demanding a unified
kukiland, and if tomorrow, the other groups like the Manipuri
Muslims, Kabuis, etc. were also to start demanding a
separate region out of this state, leave alone the Meiteis,
what rational could support such a demand or demands?
Shouldn’t it be better to leave Manipur for the Manipuris-
the Nagas, the Kukis, the Kabuis, the Muslims, the Meiteis
and whichever group is residing in it. Regressive thinking,
although might benefit a section or group of individuals,
ultimately will only hamper even their own development -
mentally, spiritually and financially.

A staggering amount of efforts and expenses have been
utilized in raising and sustaining such issues as is evident
from the scale of operations of these demands. What if
these precious resources- financial and manpower- had
been used for findingpragmatic solutions and answers to
alleviate the way of life for everyone in this state- be it
the scarcity of water, the insufficient and erratic power
supply on which almost every modern equipments and
gadgets are based on, the dismally prepared roads
hindering travel and transportation- to be at par with the
rest of the world and to prepare the future generation to
compete and strive with fairness and intensity rather than
to bide one’s time and survive on another’s misfortune
and circumstances, as did our forefathers during the stone

age.

Life is to be lived, not to merely survive, and to strive and
grow and progress should be the endeavor of every human.
Succumbing to rhetoric about one’s filial pride and privileges
will only leave one behind in the quagmire one so deviously
schemed to trap others in. Is everyone up for it?
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Indian Railways poised for a bright phase ahead

By: GSrinivasan own, opted for
As the nation is all set to celebrateslectrification of various routes/ km per day

its seven decades of Independencgections. The extant capacity of IROver the past three years, IR to
before long, Indian Railways (IR) to execute electrification project isseveral steps to improve passen
that pre-dates its origin to pre-intended to be increased and it hadmenities, infrastructure an

optimizing doubling which works out to be 9.59ground due to past neglect, the

Indian Railways stands at the
olcrossroads wistfully hoping to reap
geewarding results as these
dinitiatives begin to bear fruit soon

Independent India is a magnificentdrawn up an action plan kugust services and initiatives under Makefor the holistic development of the
monument to the changes that hatast of electrifying 24,400 rkms of in India, freight initiative, resource nation.

occurred in the countrg’growth broad gauge network in themobilization drive and gree
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trajectory Today even as the global quinquennium 2016-17 to 2020-21 initiative so that the environmental,
economy is moving at a snaipace To move in this direction with a safety is not jeopardized. IR
with developed countries posting amission mode, IR has decided tastablished in February 2016 thi

measly less than two per cenassign electrification work to IndianNational High Speed Ra
economic growth, India is one ofRailway Construction Corporation Corporation Limited to implement i
the fastest growing emerging(IRCON), Rail IndialTechnical and maiden high speed rail corrid
economies in recent years that haficonomic Services Limited (RITES), between Mumbai anrdhmadabad
overtaken even China. In Ind&’ both the public sector undertakingsTotal length of the propose|

unfolding economic growth story of the railways. It has also co-optectorridor would be 508 km betwee

the part being played by the arteriaPower Grid Corporation of India Ltd, the Bandra Kurla complex i
mode of transport, the Indiana public sector unit from the powerMumbai and Sabarmati/Ahmadabj
Railways, is no less remarkable as iministry, with proven expertise in in Gujarat to set off from 2023
had helped and continues to helpaying the transmission lines inOn the freight front, the railways h
in ensuring the seamless movemerhdia and abroad. sanctioned implementation
of people and materials across thé& needs to be mentioned that duringpedicated Freight Corridors (DFC]
continental country of India’size the last three years (2014-2017) andamelyWestern DFC(1400 km) an
and diversity day in and day out. for 2017-18, a total number of 93Eastern DFC (1856 km)Vestern|
Today IR runs 9212 freight andrailway electrification projects DFC starts from Jawaharlal Neh
13,313 passenger trains over itgonsisting 16,815 rkm at an estimateéort Trust(JNPT),Mumbai an|
gargantuan network of 66,687 routeost of 17, 165 crore of rupees wer@asses through the States
kilometers (rkm) and hauls moreincluded by the railways in their Maharashtra, Gujarat, Rajasth
than one billion tonne of freight earlier separate budget and the ondaryana and terminates at Dadri
traffic per year and about 22 millionthat got merged with the generalttar Pradesh. Eastern DFC stq
passengers dailfrhese trains are budget this yeaConsequentlythe from Sahnewal near Ludhiana
propelled either by diesel or electricpace of electrification has beenPunjab and passes through sta
locomotives.A point to note is that augmented from the presenbf Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Bih
as on end-March 2016, 27,999 or 4average of 1700 rkm per annum tdharkhand and terminates
per cent out of 58,825 broad gaugd000 rkm in the current fiscal. Dankuni inWest Bengal. Estimate
rkms have been electrified across IRBesides electrification, the IR todayto cost 81,459 crore of rupees, {
With 5869 diesel and 5214 electricis in the midst of meeting majorcommissioning ofWestern and
locomotives as on March 31, 2016challenges to continue its role andEastern DFCs is targeted in pha:
64.80 per cent of the freight trafficrelevance as a productive pillar forby 2019-20.

and 51.3 per cent of the passengehe domestic economyFor speedy In order to ensure requisi
traffic is hauled by electric traction. capacity creation, IR recognizes the@esources for implementing the|
There are several pronouncedital significance of enhancing mega projects that would alter t
beneficial effects of using electricproject execution capabilities. Atopography of the IR and it
traction as this is more eco-friendlycolossal investment plan for 8,56,02®usiness module in the future, t|
over diesel traction in that it crore rupees over five years wassovernmentimugust 2014 notified
crucially helps the nation to pruneannounced in 2015-16 in the second slew of areas for foreign dire|
the use of fossil fuel, drasticallyyear of the NDA government toinvestmentin the IR. These includ
reduces import of petroleum andaugment infrastructure capacity andmong others, suburban corrid
thereby cuts down its carbonmodernization. The latter includesthrough public private partnershi
footprints. For IR, electricity is network decongestion andhigh speed train projects, dedicat
relatively a cheaper source of energgxpansion (including freight corridors, rolling stock
and electric rolling stock is alsoelectrification), National projects, including trains sets an
capable of regeneration processSafety IT and Research, Rollinglocomotives/coaches, freig
The three-fold benefits of Stocks, passenger amenities, Higterminal , railway electrification|
electrification encompass increas&Speed & Elevated corridors andsignaling system, mass rap
in speed, ease of operation andtation redevelopment. transport system and passen

operations. No wondedown the target of commissioning of 3500With all the positive initiatives in

a

yetpiningba meeoingsing leirabadlugust 13 Sunday phaobad
yetpiraknaba khanghanjari.

Khanghanjariba
‘Yumnam Bikom Singh
SecyTAYDO, TangjengAhallup

WEL-COME
1st ImphalTrade Fair

Organisedby: -

-

WHENEVERYOU SEE CONSTRUCTION
AND MINING EQUIPMENTS, JUST THINK OF US

CaSE

Anlostbie Enginsring wevs
Mew Checian Foad Purana Baghan, nphal Easi

ftharssd Deakr | Case Bew Kolland Congires ion Bt 40 P Lud

Wrlcahsr Engims 06 Lirniied [Rirtusker Silar Simermsor §
Comiact Mo, (OIGJ46EI I = BRGERGER01

a

asltiistorically as possible. Logical violent tools they use soft ones like haverisen up in arms and arm

Letters, Feedback and Suggestionsto ‘Imphal Times'
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com.
For advertisement kindy contact: -
0385-2452159 (O)

| Contd. from page 1
7 armed rebel groups call 12 hour total shut d

“With the birth of a new state, theboth violent and nonviolent Independence Dawhich falls on thel
on-going Indian nation-making actions. The present-dayl5thAugust, is one of such symbol|
process has been accelerated descendants of Gandhi have ninstruments, sacred and unassailg
with coercive state powdroth hard qualms in using the ultimate formsfor mainland Indians, but vicious ar)
and soft. It is natural for ultra- of violence — like annexation of malicious to the colonized peripher
nationalistic and overenthusiastimew territories, state-terrorismnon-Indians. Celebration of su
mainland leaders of a multi-ethnicunderAFSFA, collective fine, rape occasions can create a fal
and multi-national ‘state-nation’ like with immunity etc. But Gandhi hated consciousness of enjoying politic;
India,
to go the extra mile to transform it‘curse’. To reinforce their people.To resist Indian occupatio
into a mono-ethnic and mono-hegemony over the peripheral nonand hegemony almost all
national ‘nation-state’ as soonlindians, in addition to the hardcommunities of this WESEA regiol

consequence of this nation-makingducation, mass media, films,struggle is still going ors a part of|
process is total assimilation of thditerature, arts and culture, andhis continuing resistance
rim-land non-Indians like us, the symbolicinstruments like the nationalstruggle, we, the undersigng
WeseansAssimilation is nothing flag, national anthems, observatiomepresentatives of our respecti
but collective death of assimilatedof national days, celebration ofrevolutionary organizations,
communities.
“To perform this jingoistic task, the national heroes etc.
present Indian establishment usefObservation

“Chirom Indira”, A lady from Manipur shine..

Day celebrations in our WESE.

of Indian region”, the stateent added.

violent nationalism and termed it afreedom in the minds of subjugated
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=Crude bomb,
foundin

Lucknow-

bound train

s)Amethi (UP), Aug 10: A crude
dbomb and a letter warning of
revenge for the killing of Lashkar-
rue-Taiba commandeAbu Dujana
dwas today recovered from the
oAmritsar- bound Akal Takth
nExpress here, police said.
imhe recovery of the bomb comes
rtat a time when security forces are
inmaintaining a tight vigil ahead of
téndependence Day
rThe Government Railway Police
a{GRP) stopped the train at
d Akbarganj Railway Station after it
heeceived information about a bomb
on the train, an official said.
ePuring checking a ‘sutli bomb’
(crude bomb) was found in a packet
ewith two lighters and a letter in the
sarain,” a police officer said.
herThe train was going témritsar
s from Kolkata and was stopped after
nehe GRPCharbagh in Lucknoygot
the information, the official said.
ctCircle officer of Tiloi Veenu Singh
esaid the bomb was found in the
rdathroom of arAC coach in the
p.train.
ed’he bomb was found in the train at
1.17 am and it was defused, after
dwhich the train left thé\kbarganj
tRailway Sation, Additional
» Superintendent of Police (ASP) B
dC Dubey said.
€Fhe letter which was in Hindi
warned, “Dujana ki sahadat ka
badla ab Hindustan ko chukana
spadega-Indian Mujahaddin” (India
will have to face consequences of
Dujanas death), police said
The bomb has been sent for
forensic examination and the matter
is being investigated, theSPsaid.
OWF? killed in an encounter with
security forces oAugust 1.
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¢« NEET Row:
¢SC raps CBSE

“ for setting up
.  different
"question papers

edNew Delhi, Aug. 10: In a major
development, the Supreme Court
on Thursday said that there
dshould be a common question
gaper for National Eligibility-cum-
EntranceTest (NEET), reported
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national festivals, ritual obeisance taleclare to ban Indig’Independence ANI.

AThe top court also rapped the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) for setting up
different questions for students
appearing for NEET in regional
languages.

She has never been one to rest aontributor to the transition of which she has been promoting theSeveral students and subject

her laurels. She has always lookeaveaving from traditional products handloom sector of the Northeg
ahead, towards newer challengeso the modern products. Shendian region, Chirom Indira ha
Her natural instincts and foresightadopted many traditional achieved great recognition and
have always led her to the nextechniques and designs. Shéope that in future, the Northea
frontier. She performed silently andguided many weavers in designingvill be able to exploit its potential
continues to let her works talk forand weaving with advanceand make a name for itself all ov|
them. She is one of the very fewtechnique. Her creations werethe world. Her hard work movin
people who are not money driverdisplayed in various National & towards the fruitfulnes
in their cause but work round thelnternational exhibitions organizedtomorrow’s generation with a ne
clock to bring about a change ofat different places. identity and bringing smiles t:

sexperts had alleged that the
sregional language question papers
én NEET were different and more
sdifficult than that in Hindi and

s English.

eilOn Tuesday the Supreme Court
g considered Centrg’submission
that it was willing to include Urdu
as a language in the NEET from
academic session 2018-19

socio-economic conditions of theShe was the member of variougshousands of weavers in theonwards.

weavers. She has alwaysommittees under O/o DCregion. She wa
maintained a very positive andHandlooms, Ministry offextiles, confered’National Award” in
friendly attitude towards all the Govt. of India for the development* Design Development of Handloom
section of peoples. She loveofhandlooms & textiles sectosst Products” by O/o DC Handlooms
people, works hard and alwayspresent, she is member@LL  Ministry of Textiles for her
tries to lift the spirits of those INDIA HANDLOOM BOARD
around her She was the front (AIHB)” . The enthusiasm with sector in the year 2016.

Currently the common entrance
test for admission into medical and
dental courses is being conducted
in ten languages — Hindi, English,
Gujarati, Marathi, Oriya, Bengali,

philanthropic work in the handloom Assamese Telegu, Tamil and

Kannada languages.
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